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Introduction

• President of PCNC
• Previously served as VP of Events and Events 

Chair of PCNC
• Second year member of CORA
• Executive Committee of the Princeton 

University Alumni Council
• ALPA member, PWN member, Princeton 

Diversity Discussions West Coast 
Wednesdays, Annual Giving volunteer

• PhD in Environmental Engineering from 
Stanford. Postdoctoral Scholar at Stanford in 
Infectious Diseases & Geographic Medicine 
researching the effects of environmental 
contaminants on the human gut 
microbiome.

• President of PCNWNJ
• Previously served as VP, Secretary and 

Membership Chair for PCNWNJ
• First year member of CORA, ACEC
• Annual Giving volunteer (Leadership and 

Participation gifts)
• 10+ years as an ASC interviewer (previously 

an ASC315 Co-Chair for 3 years)
• Class of ‘90 Alumni-Faculty Forums Chair for 

Reunions (30th, and maybe 35th?)
• Reside in Basking Ridge, NJ (~50 minutes 

north of Princeton)

Brendan O’Connor ‘90
President – Princeton 
Club of Northwestern NJ

Stephanie Bachas-
Daunert ’10
President – Princeton 
Club of Northern CA

Photo



What we’ll be discussing

• Opportunities and approaches for successful event 
collaborations between:

• Regional Associations (RAs)
• Princeton Affinity groups
• Other Princeton affiliates (e.g., Undergrad Alumni Classes, APGA)
• Non-Princeton groups

• Success stories
• What is event success?

• “Good event turnout with delighted attendees who promise to 
attend future events”

• Bonus:  … and become more engaged in other alumni activities

• Higher order success



Why collaborate on events?

• Reach broader, more diverse audiences
• (Re-) Connect alums across notional boundaries
• Tap into better ideas from a wider range of sources
• Share event planning/organizing workload
• Better cadence of higher quality events, especially for 

smaller and/or more remote regional associations
• Attract “critical mass” audiences for more specialized or 

niche events
• Cost sharing, in some cases
• Improve turnout



Collaboration building blocks

• 158 Regional Associations worldwide
• Seven Princeton Affinity Groups

• A4P, ABPA, ALPA, BTGALA, NAP, PVETS, PWN
• Princeton Graduate Alumni (APGA)
• Princeton Undergraduate Alumni Classes
• Princeton Office of Alumni Engagement
• Event formats – in-person and virtual
• Event ideas – endless!
• Collaboration form:  Co-promotion (low commitment), 

co-planning (higher), co-funding (highest)



A4P

ALPA

ABPA

BTGALA

NAP

PVETS

PWN

APGA

PCNC PCSC PC Austin PCNWNJ PAAEHs PAANNJ

Undergrad Alumni Classes

In-person events: Proximate RAs; Any Affinity Groups/Grad/Undergrad 

Virtual events: Any RAs; Any Affinity Groups/Grad/Undergrad 



Illustrative Collaborations
Involving PC of Northwestern NJ



PPRR in Northern NJ

• Long time Northern 
NJ collaboration 
between PPRR 
Committee of NNJ, 
PCNWNJ, PAAEHs 
and PAANNJ

• Tradition:  PCNWNJ 
authorizes funding 
for this event during 
our first Board 
meeting of each new 
fiscal year

In-person: Regional Associations, Affinity Group



NNJ Lunar New Year Celebration

• Collaboration between 
A4P and the NNJ Regional 
Associations

• Other co-sponsors 
included PWNNNJ, PPRR 
and the Great Class of 
1977

• So many Class of 1977 
class members attended 
that it was almost like a 
mini-Reunion!

In-person: Regional Associations, Affinity Groups, Undergrad Alumni Class



2022 Orange and Black Day

• PCNWNJ was planning an 
in-person event for O&B 
Day

• PWNNNJ was also planning 
to host an O&B Day event

• PCNWNJ and PWNNNJ 
agreed to combine forces 
and host one larger event

• The Great Class of 1990 
was a co-sponsor, and 
partially funded its 
members’ attendance

In-person: Regional Association, Affinity Group, Undergrad Alumni Class



Northern NJ Holiday Happy Hour

• Virtual collab 
between PCNWNJ, 
PAAEHs and PAANNJ

• Attendees really 
enjoyed seeing 
friends and 
classmates from 
outside their own 
Regional 
Associations

Virtual: Regional Associations



“How to Un-Busy Yourself”

• Planned as a PCNWNJ-
only virtual event

• PWNNNJ noted the 
speaker, and the topic, 
and asked if they could 
co-promote it.  
PCNWNJ said “Yes, 
please.”

• PWNNNJ promoted it 
within NNJ, and 
through many other 
PWN chapters

• 70-80 attendees, most 
of them from outside 
PCNWNJ

Virtual: Regional Association, Affinity Group



NNJ Virtual Trivia Night

• PCNWNJ, PAAEHs and 
PAANNJ combined to 
offer a NNJ Princeton-
themed virtual Trivia 
Night

• Run by Lily Partridge ’82
• Very fun, and 

surprisingly competitive

Virtual: Regional Associations



“How to Intern Successfully”

• PCNWNJ invited Rob 
Khoury ‘90 to speak with 
our Club members

• … Might there be other 
Regional Associations 
with ‘90 connections who 
would co-sponsor this?

• Agustin Rodriguez ’90 is 
President of PA of 
Virginia.  PAVA became a 
(non-adjacent) RA co-
sponsor

Virtual: Regional Associations (connected by Undergrad Alumni Class affiliation)



“Every Day the River Changes”

• PCNWNJ, PAAEHs and PAANNJ 
began to plan a virtual event for 
“Every Day the River Changes”

• Jordan Salama ‘19 agreed to speak 
at our event

• PWNNNJ runs a regular Book Club 
for its membership and this book 
was on their future reading list

• PWNNNJ and the three NNJ RAs 
agreed to partner and host one 
event for our region

• Given their deep experience with 
virtual book club events, PWNNNJ 
took the lead; the result was 
fantastic

Virtual: Regional Associations, Affinity Group



All-Ivy Poker Night

• Columbia 
University Club of 
NJ reaches out 
periodically to 
invite various PCs 
and PAAs in NJ to 
their All-Ivy events

• PCNWNJ selectively 
extends these 
invitations to its 
membership

Virtual: Regional Association, Non-Princeton group



Considerations for collaborations

• Understand what each alumni group is interested in, and 
what each group brings

• Budget/co-sponsorship/allocation of work: agree on these 
up front

• In-person event considerations:  geographic overlays and 
adjacencies between Princeton alumni groups; travel 
distances / travel time

• Virtual event considerations: time zones; personal 
connections and shared interests; logistics for tangible 
products needed (e.g., chocolate or wine tastings) for event 
participants

• Other considerations/issues:  sorting out co-sponsor 
calendar conflicts; managing event messaging frequency; if 
there is any prior event history or event ownership concerns



Success Stories from PCNC and 
other Regions:

In-Person Collaborations

25 regional associations, 6 affinity groups, and APGA



A4P Lunar New Year Celebrations
In Person Virtual In Person

In Person

Affinity group geographic overlay with regional associations



Author/Filmmaker Events
In Person Virtual VirtualVirtual

Affinity group geographic overlay with regional associations; virtual access across geographies



Happy Hours/Winery Visits/Cruises
Collaborations boost in-person turnout & ability to reach minimum spends/tickets



PWN Relaunch Events PWN Events

Princeton Women’s Network Events

PCNWNJ with PWN + 3 Regional Associations

Geographic overlay with regional associations; multiple relaunches this year



Sports Outings

PC South Florida + PC Fort Lauderdale

Tickets to Game Watch Party Watch Party

Watch Party

Collaborations boost in-person turnout & ability to reach minimum spends/tickets



Regionally Relevant Events

Pat O'Connell '74 in Miami with PCSoFla
Paul Atkinson '74 in Bonita Springs with PCSWF

Geographic relative proximity allows for annual or biannual special events

mailto:oconnell@alumni.princeton.edu
mailto:paulcpatkinson@gmail.com


Success Stories from PCNC and 
other Regions:

Virtual Collaborations

25 regional associations, 6 affinity groups, and APGA



Virtual Wine Tastings
Tiger-Owned Wineries: Marimar Estate, Kingston Family Winery, Moone Tsai, Wente
No need for geographic proximity; considerations for time zone compatibility & wine shipping availability



Virtual Wine Workshops
Led by Certified Sommelier Lisa Drakeman *88 h’35

Lisa is also President of PC Hilton Head and a CORA Member
No need for geographic proximity; considerations for time zone compatibility



Virtual Wellness Events
Collaborations with Princeton & Ivy alumni groups

No need for geographic proximity; boost Zoom attendance



Virtual Seminars

PAA Taiwan
PAA Hawaii

PC Oregon
PC Western WA

PC Japan

First Trans-Pacific Lecture Seminar for Clubs of the PacificA4P, PCNC, & PANYC

No need for geographic proximity; considerations for time zone compatibility



Princeton Diversity Discussions

West Coast Wednesdays
Texas Diversity Discussions
Washington, DC Diversity Discussions

Event series led by Jenny Korn ‘96
jkorn@alumni.princeton.edu

No need for geographic proximity; build relationships with affinity & regional groups in regions

mailto:jkorn@alumni.princeton.edu


Trivia & Poker Nights

Princeton & New England Trivia with other 
organizations

No need for geographic proximity; build relationships; boost turnout to have enough players



Social Media Collaborations
Instagram Takeover: Princeton Club in Japan <-> PCNC

Post Example of Stories

No need for geographic proximity or time zone considerations; build relationships & boost profiles globally



Social Media Connections
Commenting & Connecting with Other Clubs/Alumni Associations

Post InteractionsStory Analytics

No need for geographic proximity or time zone considerations; build relationships & boost profiles globally



Event collabs – get going!

• Think of an event which would be made better through 
collaboration 

• Find Regional Associations, Affinity Groups, the Grad 
Alum Association and/or Undergrad Alumni Classes 
which you’d like to collaborate with

• Personal Princeton network (friends, classmates, etc.)
• TigerNet Leadership search
• Contact info from Affinity Groups, APGA and Class websites
• Alumni Engagement office (e.g., Kat Kennedy and her team) 

for suggestions and contact info
• Connect/follow other Princeton alumni groups on social 

media (PCNC and PC Japan collaborations started this way!)



Questions?

sbachas@stanford.edu
b_m_oconnor@hotmail.com

mailto:sbachas@stanford.edu
mailto:b_m_oconnor@hotmail.com
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