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Total Solar Eclipse in Indonesia: 
Bali, Komodo, and the Lesser Sundas 

July 16-27, 2028 
 

 
 

Itinerary 
 

B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner, R = Reception 
 
Sunday, July 16 – Monday, July 17, 2028 | Depart U.S. 
Depart the United States on independent overnight flights to Indonesia crossing the 
International Date Line enroute. 

 
Tuesday, July 18, 2028 | Bali, Indonesia 
Arrive in Bali, Indonesia’s fabled “Island of the Gods,” and transfer to the 5-star Hyatt 
Regency Bali for a one-night stay. Set along Sanur’s beachfront amid tropical gardens, the 
hotel offers a gracious introduction to the island. This evening, gather for a welcome 
reception and dinner with fellow travelers and program staff.  
Hyatt Regency Bali (R, D) 
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Wednesday, July 19, 2028 | Bali / Embark Island Sky 
Travel inland for an introduction to Bali’s artistic heritage and rural beauty. Visit artisan  
villages known for classical painting and traditional weaving, then continue to Sidemen  
Valley, one of Bali’s most beautiful rice-growing regions, for a guided walk among terraced 
fields, village paths, and volcanic views. This afternoon, embark the Island Sky, settle into 
your cabin, and gather on deck as the ship sets sail.  
Island Sky (B, L, D) 

 
Thursday, July 20, 2028 | Southwest Lombok & the Secret Gilis 
Arrive off the quieter southwest coast of Lombok and go ashore by Zodiac for an 
introduction to Sasal coastal culture, known for weaving traditions, pearl farming, and rural 
landscapes. After lunch, explore the nearby “Secret Gilis,” where clear waters, quiet 
beaches, and coral reefs offer opportunities for snorkeling, swimming, or beach time. This 
evening, sail toward the eclipse site as the astronomy program begins on board.  
Island Sky (B, L, D) 

 
Friday, July 21, 2028 | At Sea / Eclipse Approach 
Spend a purposeful day at sea as Island Sky approaches the remote eclipse-viewing 
position. Enjoy expert lecturers to prepare you for totality, with guidance on eclipse 
science, safe viewing, photography, and what to watch for as the light changes. By evening, 
the ship reaches the path of totality in the remote waters south of Indonesia. After dinner, 
gather on deck for pre-eclipse stargazing beneath dark tropical skies. 
Island Sky (B, L, D)  

 
Saturday, July 22, 2028 | Eclipse Day 
Today is the defining moment of the expedition: The total solar eclipse of July 22, 2028. 
From the ship’s open decks, experience approximately five minutes of totality, with 
unobstructed horizons and freedom from land-based crowds. As the Moon covers the Sun, 
the corona appears and the surrounding sea and sky are transformed in a rare moment of 
daytime darkness. Afterward, celebrate on board with time for reflection, photography 
sharing, and an expert-led eclipse recap. 
Island Sky (B, L, D) 

 
Sunday, July 23, 2028 | Sumba Island 
Arrive off Sumba, one of Indonesia’s most culturally distinctive islands. Using the ship’s  
expedition capabilities, go ashore where conditions allow a locally guided visit to learn 
about high-roofed clan houses, megalithic tombs, ikat textiles, and enduring ancestral  
 



 
 

 

customs. Return to the ship for an evening lecture and stargazing.  
Island Sky (B, L, D) 

 
Monday, July 24, 2028 | Flores Island 
Come ashore on Flores, an island of volcanic landscapes, coastal communities, lively 
markets, and layered cultural traditions. Guests may choose a longer overland excursion to 
Kelimutu National Park, where three famed crater lakes are known for their striking colors 
and dramatic highland setting. A second option remains closer to Ende for a less strenuous 
exploration of local markets, ikat weaving, coastal village life, and sites connected to the 
years Sukarno, Indonesia’s independence leader and first president, spent in exile. This 
evening, continue west toward Komodo National Park.  
Island Sky (B, L, D) 

 
Tuesday, July 25, 2028 | Komodo National Park 
Spend the day in the extraordinary island wilderness of UNESCO-listed Komodo National 
Park. Join ranger-led walks in search of Komodo dragons, the world’s largest lizards, while 
learning about the park’s wildlife, rugged ecosystems, and conservation efforts. Later, the 
ship repositions within the park for snorkelling, swimming, or Zodiac cruising at reef sites 
and shorelines to experience coral gardens, pristine beaches and dramatic views of the 
park’s volcanic hills. 
Island Sky (B, L, D)  

 
Wednesday, July 26, 2028 | Satonda Island & Moyo Island 
Zodiac ashore this morning at Satonda Island, an extinct volcanic cone, and walk to its 
saltwater crater lake just inland from the beach. This afternoon, continue to Moyo Island for 
forest trails, waterfalls, secluded beaches, and swimming or snorkeling, conditions 
permitting. This evening, gather for the Captain’s farewell reception and dinner, celebrating 
a voyage that paired a total solar eclipse with Indonesia’s remote island beauty.  
Island Sky (B, L, D) 

 
Thursday, July 27, 2028 | Benoa, Bali 
Arrive back in Benoa this morning and disembark after breakfast with transfers to Bali 
International Airport or continue on the post-trip Bali extension.  
(B) 
 
Please note: Itinerary is subject to change. 
 
 



 
 

 

 
Pricing 

• Category 1 (Standard Suite Forward, Magellan Deck cabins 250 and 252, 226 sq ft, 
portholes): $13,990 per person sharing  

• Category 2 (Standard Suite, Magellan Deck cabins 254-262, 226 sq ft, portholes): 
$14,990 per person sharing; $24,590 single occupancy  

• Category 3 (Superior Suite, Columbus Deck cabins 329-348, 217–264 sq ft, picture 
window): $16,990 per person sharing; $25,490 single occupancy 

• Category 4 (Premium Suite, Marco Polo Deck cabins 416-428, 226 sq ft, sliding 
glass door): $18,490 per person sharing 

• Category 5 (Corner Suite, Marco Polo Deck cabins 414 and 415, 237 sq ft, sliding 
glass door): $19,990 per person sharing 

• Category 6 (Deluxe Balcony Suite, Erikson Deck cabins 505-512, 225 sq ft, 43 sq ft 
balcony): $21,990 per person sharing 

• Category 7 (Owner’s Balcony Suite, Explorer Deck cabins 601-606, 237 sq ft, 86 sq ft 
balcony): $22,490 per person sharing 

• Category 8 (Island Suite, Explorer Deck cabin 602, 344 sq ft, 100 sq ft balcony): 
$24,490 per person sharing 



 
 

 

General Information 
 
PROGRAM RATES INCLUDE 
One hotel night in Bali, Indonesia and eight nights aboard Island Sky • Meals and 
excursions as specified in the itinerary, including nine breakfasts, eight lunches and nine 
dinners • Comprehensive program of briefings, lectures and presentations • Shared airport 
transfers on group arrival and departure dates • Baggage handling • Gratuities to porters, 
wait staff, guides and drivers • Gratuities to shipboard personnel • Port charges • Entrance 
fees • Welcome and farewell wine receptions • House wine, beer, and soft drinks with 
group lunches and dinners and aboard the ship • Eclipse viewing glasses • Team of expert 
naturalists and tour managers throughout the program 
 
PROGRAM RATES DO NOT INCLUDE 
U.S. domestic and international airfare • Passport/visa expenses • Medical expenses and 
immunizations • Private airport transfers or airport transfers outside of group arrival and 
departure dates • Travel and trip cancellation insurance • Excursions that deviate from the 
scheduled tour options • Airline baggage charges • Meals not specified in the itinerary; 
dishes and beverages not part of the included meals; alcoholic beverages or soft drinks 
except as noted • Laundry or dry cleaning • Telephone, Internet and email charges • Room 
service • Other items of a personal nature 
 
AIR ARRANGEMENTS 
U.S. domestic and international airfare is not included in the program rates. Valerie Wilson 
Travel, Inc., can help with airline arrangements for this trip and can be reached at 877-376-
1754 or by e-mail at tourflights@vwti.com. You are also welcome to book your air 
transportation through your local travel agent, an online travel site, or the airline of your 
choice. Further information about making flight arrangements will be sent to confirmed 
participants. 
 
WHAT TO EXPECT 
July is the middle of the dry season in Indonesia, bringing warm, sunny days (high 
temperatures average in the mid to upper 80s) and lower humidity, with infrequent rain 
showers. We consider this to be a moderately strenuous program, at times physically 
demanding and busy, with considerable walking at some destinations. Daily activities can 
involve up to two miles of walking, unaided, over varied terrain (e.g., uneven beaches, 
steep and sandy or muddy trails, dirt streets and paths in small villages), possibly in direct 
sun, high heat, humidity and rainy or dusty conditions. You may be required to remove your 
shoes while visiting temples and other sites. You will need to climb into and out of Zodiacs 
for most excursions (there will be crew members on hand to assist). Please note that some 
locations may involve wet landings. There will be several opportunities to swim and snorkel 
in the ocean. All participants who plan to swim or snorkel should be comfortable 
swimming unassisted in open water. No prior snorkeling experience is necessary. 
Participants must be physically fit, active and in good health. Emergency medical 
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evacuation coverage is strongly recommended due to the remote areas that you will be 
visiting.  
 
Please note that weather and cloud conditions for viewing the eclipse can change and 
are not guaranteed. 
 
TRAVEL INSURANCE  
Travel insurance for trip cancellation and interruption, medical problems, baggage 
loss and delay, etc., is highly recommended. Trip cancellation policies that apply to this 
expedition are included in this brochure. Information about travel insurance will be sent to 
confirmed participants. 
 
GROUP SIZE 
This program welcomes up to 92 participants, including travelers from Princeton Journeys, 
Harvard Alumni Travels, and Carleton College. 
 
A NOTE ABOUT RATES 
Tour rates are based upon current fuel prices, currency values, taxes, tariffs, and a 
minimum number of participants. While we will do everything possible to maintain the 
listed rates, they are subject to change. If there are significant changes, details and costs 
will be advised prior to departure. 
 
 

Terms & Conditions 
 
Complete Terms and Conditions including a Statement of Responsibility will be made 
available at time of registration, or in advance upon request. A signed “Terms & 
Conditions, Release from Liability, Assumption of Risk and Binding Arbitration Clause” is 
required from each applicant prior to participation on the tour. 
 
RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS 
Reserve your space online at 
https://account.criteriontravel.com/Booking/RefStart/PJ/280716_TSI/tour the completed 
reservation form with your $2,000 per person deposit to: Princeton Journeys, P.O. Box 
5256, Princeton, NJ 08543. An interim payment of $5,000 per person is due July 16, 2027. 
Balance of payment is due January 18, 2028. After January 18, 2028, full payment is due 
upon registration. Payments may be made by check, bank transfer, or credit card (credit 
card payments will incur a 2% fee). 
 
CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS 
Upon payment of the $2,000 per person deposit, all reservations are subject to the 
cancellation provisions set forth below and by which the passenger agrees to be bound. 
Cancellations shall not be in effect until they are received in writing and confirmed by 
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Princeton Journeys. Deposits are refundable (less a $250 per person admin fee) if written 
notice of cancellation is received within 30 days of booking; after that, deposits are 100% 
nonrefundable. After the July 16, 2027 interim payment deadline, all payments are 100% 
nonrefundable, regardless of booking date. Trip cancellation insurance is strongly 
recommended. NOTE: Neither Princeton Journeys nor Criterion Travel, the tour operator, 
accepts liability for any airline cancellation penalties incurred with the purchase of non-
refundable tickets. 
 
ITINERARY CHANGES 
The itinerary presented for this tour is subject to modification and change by Princeton 
Journeys and Criterion Travel, the tour operator. Every reasonable effort will be made to 
operate the program as planned; however, should unforeseen world events and conditions 
require the itinerary to be altered, Princeton Journeys and the tour operator reserve the 
right to do so for the safety and best interest of the group. Any extra expenses incurred in 
this situation are the responsibility of the participant. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
Princeton University is pleased to facilitate travel opportunities for its Alumni and Friends 
through Princeton Journeys. Princeton Journeys works with tour operators to make 
available interesting and enriching travel opportunities for the Princeton family. Please 
note that neither the University nor Princeton Journeys conducts tours, nor does either act 
as an agent for guests interested in tours. Princeton Journeys acts as a facilitator with tour 
operators, and tour participants contract directly with tour operators to make 
arrangements for completing travel. Princeton Journeys encourages you to familiarize 
yourself thoroughly with the tour operator’s cancellation and refund policies, and also to 
investigate available services such as trip cancellation insurance. The University is not 
responsible for changes to trips or travel arrangements or for losses or additional expenses 
resulting from travel. Complete program terms can be found: 
https://alumni.princeton.edu/connect/princeton-journeys/terms-and-conditions. 
 
California Seller of Travel Program CST #2088800-40 
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